SCHOOLDAYS
stitutes a nation's worth. Hence the misunderstand-
ing all over Europe, which is made up of a number
of small nations.
And another mistake we make is in underesti-
mating what we are and what our country has. There
are people who are always sighing that America
is larger than we and Paris livelier than Prague.
Because of what we have seen abroad we can't see
what we have at home. I know that one cannot, for
example, appease one's intellectual curiosity merely
by reading Czech literature; but one must know
it through and through to understand all that it
signifies. The man who merely scoffs at us for
living in a small way is scoffing at himself too; it
is his own fault that he lives so pettily. This is
especially true of young people. Your faruenu
gentleman does not want to live in a small town or
in the country, because, he says, he is culturally
buried and stunted there. In reality it is a question
of comfort: he can only be culturally alive when he
has the artistic stimulus of his caf6 associates. As
a proof, think of the poet Bfezinal Wisdom and
culture are things of the spirit, not a matter of
chance surroundings. A lion is a lion even in a
cage, he doesn't turn into a donkey.
It is among our young people that I am most
aware of our lack of tradition. Of course we are
far too prone to follow the beaten track; we do not